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Hello Colleagues!

Welcome to the first issue of The Rocky Mountain Archivist  for 2007. According to my
calendar spring has sprung in the Rocky Mountains, so rise and shine from your winter
slumber! There is plenty of activity on tap at SRMA this year and | don’t want you to miss out
on any of it.

This spring is shaping up to be a very busy one for SRMA. On May 17, 18, and 19 we are
having a joint conference in Colorado Springs with the Conference of Intermountain Archivists.
This promises to be a wonderful opportunity to meet and work with our friends and colleagues
in the Intermountain States.

Exciting plans are already being made for this fall. In September, we will be getting together
again for our Fall Conference in Fort Collins. Here, we will get an opportunity to discuss the
latest developments in processing. Mark your calendars for September 21 and visit the SRMA
website for further details as they become available.

The deadline for the next issue of The Rocky Mountain Archivist  is June 15, 2007. Send me
your news, employment announcements, or anything you think will be of general interest to the
membership. Contact the editor, Kenton Jaehnig at kjaehnig@uwyo.edu

| wish everybody a safe and happy spring. See you in Colorado Springs!

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

..Notes from the President

..SRMA News and Updates

..Archives News

.. Continuing Education
Opportunities

Don’'t miss the SRMA & CIMA Joint

Conference on May 17-19!

N wWN

See www.srmarchivists.orqg for details!
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Notes from the President

Jody L. Georgeson, President
Executive Director/Archivist

The Telecommunications History Group, Inc.
1425 Champa, Room 570

Denver, CO 80202

303-296-1221

telcomhist@aol.com

www.telcombhistory.org

Dear Fellow Members:

Greetings to all! Finally after all the snow and ice, we're beginning to see some
sunshine. Soon we’'ll be longing for some cool weather.

| want to encourage all of you to attend the joint CIMA/SRMA meeting in Colorado
Springs May 17" through 19", It's shaping up to be one of our best ever. If you
haven't registered yet, just go to the SRMA web site for information and forms. Be sure
to attend the SRMA annual business meeting on Friday. It's your chance to have input
on how SRMA operates.

Speaking of having your say, you will soon be receiving ballots for the SRMA officers.
Please take a minute to vote. New officers will be announced at the annual business
meeting.

We're already planning the Fall 2007 conference, so mark your calendars for
September 21, and watch for more information as the date approaches. The subject
will be “Reprocess Processing.”

This is my last president’s letter, and | want to thank all of you who helped make this

such a productive (and fun!) year. If | don’t see you in Colorado Springs, have a great
summer!

Sincerely,

Jody Georgeson, SRMA President
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SRMA and the Conference of
Intermountain Archivists announce their
Spring Joint Conference, which will be held
on May 17-19 in Colorado Springs at the
Colorado Springs Pioneer Museum.
Entitled Archivists at Work: Changing
Faces, Changing Places, the conference
will consist of two components: a pre-
conference program and the regular
conference.

The pre-conference activities feature a
workshop and a seminar. The
Collaborative Digitization Program will
present its workshop CDP — Introduction to
Digital Audio. Dr. Peter Michel of the
University of Nevada-Las Vegas will lead
his seminar Archives 101. Enroliment to
both activities is limited, so those who wish
to participate are urged to register as early
as possible. In addition to the workshop
and the seminar, the U.S. Air Force
Academy is hosting an open house and the
Colorado Springs Pioneer Museum will host
the meeting’s Opening Reception.

An unusually full and exciting agenda of
activities are scheduled for May 18 and 19.
The conference’s keynote speaker is
Colorado University historian and Denver
television personality Thomas “Dr.
Colorado” Noel, who will give his
presentation Pikes Peak: A Paradise for
Lungers, Tourists, & Archivists at the
Speaker Luncheon on Friday May 18. In
addition to the keynote speech, a State
Archives Panel Discussion, two Break-Out
Sessions, and SRMA’s Business Meeting
will be held on Friday. Two more Break-

Out Sessions and a tour of the Pikes Peak
Library District are scheduled for Saturday
May 19.

For registration information, visit the SRMA
website at:
http://www.srmarchivists.org/meetings.htm.

The early registration deadline is April 30,
2007.

SRMA will provide one need-based
scholarship to cover a two nights stay at
the conference and free registration to the
conference. For further information, please
contact Holly Geist at:
holly.geist@denverwater.org or at 303-628-
6035.
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The SRMA Board seeks members to fill the
following board positions: vice president-
president elect, member-at-large,
preservation member-at-large, and
treasurer. The duties are listed on the
SRMA web site at:
http://www.srmarchivists.org/constitution.ht
m.

Joining the SRMA Board is a great way to
meet other members and get involved with
SRMA. The elections will be held in April
with the winners announced at the annual
meeting, which will be held at the SRMA &
CIMA Spring Joint Conference in Colorado
Springs on May 17-19. If you are
interested in a Board position, contact
Nancy Freeman at
nancy.a.freeman@aphis.usda.gov or at
970-266-6023.
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Plans are currently being made for the
SRMA Fall 2007 Conference. The theme
of the conference will be Reprocess
Processing and it will be held in Fort
Collins, Colorado on September 21. The
featured speaker will Mark Greene, the
Director of the University of Wyoming's
American Heritage Center, who will discuss
the theories of his article with Dennis
Meisner “More Product, Less Processing:
Revamping Traditional Archival
Processing.”

Visit the SRMA web site at
www.srmarchivists.orq for further
information as it becomes available.
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The SRMA Board is happy to announce the
appointment of Cecily North as SRMA's
web site coordinator. When not

volunteering for SRMA, Ms. North is
Processor at the Douglas County History
Research Center in Castle Rock, Colorado.

Thank you Cecily for volunteering for the
web site coordinator post and welcome to
the SRMA Board!
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Shortly after Hurricane Katrina hit New
Orleans and the Gulf Coast in Fall 2005,
the Society of Rocky Mountain Archivists
stepped up to help its colleagues. SRMA
Donated $2000 to the Society of American
Archivists’ Emergency Disaster Assistance
Grant Fund. Now, eighteen months later,
the archives of the affected areas still need
our help.

Though the flood waters have long since
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receded and rebuilding is well underway,
the massive recovery effort goes on.
Imagine having the staff of your archives
cut from 11 to 3. Further imagine not being
able to hire any replacements because no
one wants to move to the area, a disaster-
prone place with severe housing shortages.

This is the situation for the Amistad
Research Center at Tulane University. The
nation’s largest independent archives
documenting the African-American
experience, the ARC has ongoing daily
struggles. With minimal damage to
collections and facilities due to the
hurricane, their recovery has to do with
keeping on top of daily activities: mainly
assisting researchers and processing
collections.

Brenda Square, the Director of Archives and Library at the
Amistad Research Center.

Thus imagine their delight when a volunteer
archivist walked through the door. Hosting
volunteers with some frequency, the ARC
had its first volunteer arrive when | showed
up at the end of January. Having
responded to a posting found on
VolunteerMatch (at web site
http://www.volunteermatch.com/), |
communicated with Lee Hampton, the

ARC'’s Executive Director, in advance of my
arrival.

After a brief introductions at the ARC,
Brenda Square, the Director of Archives
and Library, asked me what | would like to
do. My immediate answer was
“processing”. Not getting as much time to
do hands-on collection work as | would like
in my current position, | was eager to spend
my vacation/volunteer time on this
enjoyable activity.

Brenda gave me a two-box collection (2
linear feet), the Miriam Keller Papers.
Significant about the collection, which was
mostly related to New Orleans African-
American churches, was that it was
donated the day before Katrina hit. The
house it had previously been stored in was
destroyed by the storm.

In the three days | spent volunteering, |
processed the collection to a fairly high
level, created a brief finding aid, and then
assisted with some other processing and a
reference question. It was wonderful for
me to get into a totally different subject
area than my usual one, to start and finish
a project in a reasonable amount of time,
and to work in a concentrated fashion with
no interruptions. Some people question
why | wanted to go on vacation and work,
but | found it immensely refreshing.

Patty Rettig, the Vice-President of SRMA, processing the
Miriam Keller Papers in the Amistad Research Center’'s
Reading Room.
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The Amistad Research Center is interested
in having more archivists as volunteers, so
if you want to have a fantastic and
rewarding experience, consider helping out
in this way. As theirs is just one archive out
of many, others may be offering similar
opportunities.

More information about the ARC is on their
website at
http://www.amistadresearchcenter.org/.
Feel free to contact Brenda Square directly
at square@tulane.edu or contact Patty
Rettig for more information.

Submitted by Patty Rettig
Photographs taken by Patty Rettig

The dynamic partnership of University of
New Mexico Libraries, Colorado
Collaborative Digitization Program and the
University of Wyoming is pleased to
announce the availability of a new regional
resource — The Rocky Mountain Online
Archive.

The Rocky Mountain Online Archive is an
extensive source of information where
more than 2000 archival and special
collections from cultural institutions in
Colorado, New Mexico, and Wyoming are
described. Finding aids created for this
project give detailed descriptions of these
unigue primary source materials located at
twenty different repositories from the three-
state area.

Students and scholars can begin their
research in any number of ways. In
addition to browsing by state, users can
easily begin exploring the Rocky Mountain
Online Archive by subject area. Within
minutes of accessing the site, users can

find descriptions of collections related to
architecture, frontier and pioneer life, land
grant and water rights, wildlife conservation
and more. Now that these materials are
online, the regional research potential of
these collections has been truly enhanced.

In addition to the descriptive finding aids
created for this project, three institutions in
New Mexico have created new digital
collections. These collections, along with
many others from Colorado and Wyoming,
can be accessed via the Collaborative
Digitization Program’s Heritage West
(http://cdpheritage.org) and Digital
Collections hosted by University of New
Mexico Libraries (http://econtent.unm.edu).
Thanks to generous funding from the
National Endowment for the Humanities,
University of New Mexico for Regional
Studies, and the University of New Mexico
Libraries, the Rocky Mountain Online
Archive became available to the public at
http://rmoa.unm.edu on March 1, 2007.
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The Collaborative Digitization Program
(CDP) and the Bibliographical Center for
Research (BCR) announced their intention
for the CDP to merge into BCR effective
April 1, 2007. Both organizations provide
services to libraries and other cultural
heritage organizations throughout a multi-
state area focused in the West. The digital
services programmatic offerings of the
merged organizations will be known as
CDP@BCR.

The merger of the CDP with its nationally
recognized digitization expertise into BCR,
a multi-state library cooperative serving
more than 1100 member libraries, will
enable BCR to build new service programs
in the area of digitization and reach out to
cultural heritage organizations in addition to
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bringing CDP-based training, best practices
and guidelines, and consulting services to
member libraries.

CDP will move from its current offices at
the University of Denver to BCR, also
based in Colorado, as of April 2, and the
CDP board will dissolve its nonprofit
corporation to merge into BCR, also an
nonprofit corporation. The current CDP
web site at http://cdpheritage.org will be
merged with the BCR web site over time.

For additional information, contact Brenda
Bailey-Hainer at bbailey@bcr.org or Leigh
Grinstead at leigh.grinstead@du.edu.

The Northern Colorado Association of
Records Managers and Administrators is
hosting a spring seminar on April 20 in Fort
Collins, Colorado. The topic of the seminar
is Managing Ourselves, Employees, and
Data. The morning session will feature
Michele Faris, a licensed psychologist at
Colorado State University, who will give her
presentation The Top Ten Big Mistakes
Employees Make at Work. In the afternoon
John Mallery, a member of the BKD
Forensics & Dispute Consulting division,
will give his presentation Terminated
Employees, Corporate Data, and Computer
Forensics.

The deadline for early registration is March
30. For further visit the seminar website at:
http://northerncoloradoarma.org/page 117
1483929594 .html.
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The Colorado Association of Libraries
(CAL) Marketing Committee is hosting the
workshop Communicating Credibly in the
Face of Crisis on May 1 at the Jefferson
County Public Library-Lakewood Library in
Lakewood, Colorado. In this workshop,
participants will gain hands-on experience
and skills needed for developing crisis
communication plans for their institutions.
The registration deadline is April 24, 2007.
For registration information, visit the
workshop web site at: http://www.cal-

webs.org.

If you have any questions about the
workshop, please contact Shelly Walchak
(swalchak@clicweb.org) or Kelli Johnson
(kjohnson@weld.lib.co.us) by e-mail or by
phone at 719-650-1090 (cell) or 970-506-
8560.
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Rocky Mountain Archivists

Does your institution need assistance with presertian issues?

Do you and your staff need to brush up on your pre=vation knowledge?

Rent a SRMA Preservation Study Kit

The Society of Rocky Mountain Archivists now offgneservation study kits for rental to any instdnt The kits
are designed as self-educational tools to assisetresponsible for housing and care of resounceaghout the
Rocky Mountain Region, especially those small lites, archives, and historical societies outsigeDbnver
metro-area.

Two kits are currently available:
1. Care and Identification of Photographic Materiak

2. Environmental Monitoring Kit

Rental fee is $50.00 for SRMA members and $60.0@dm-members. The rental fee covers shippingeo t
borrower, handling, and insurance costs. The lb@rds responsible for return shipping and insueanc

For further information about the Preservation Study Kits visit:

http://www.Srmarchivists.org/preservation/serviceshtm

Or contact:

Diane Lunde

Colorado State University Libraries
Fort Collins, CO 80523
970-491-1825
diane.lunde@colostate.edu
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10% Off
Archival Supplies from Light
Impressions
Use Keycode B4475

Light Impressions supports the work done by the Society of
Rocky Mountain Archivists! Let us help you stretch you
budget dollars and support SRMA. A percent of SRMA

members order will be donated back to SRMA.

8 Scrapbook, Albums, and pages, many sizes
available

8 Boxes for magazines, cards, textiles and photos

8 Archival File Folders, Tissue and Paper

8 Archival Bags and sleeves for storing
documents, music, programs, postcards, photos,
newspaper clippings and more!

For a catalog or discuss you collection needs...
WWW.LIGHTIMPRESSIONS DIRECT.COM

Phone: 800-411-7038
Fax: 80(-405-537=-
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Thinking about Advertising with
the Rocky Mountain Archivist?

Here are our rates:
8 Full page (7" wide x 9" tall) = $250

8§ 1/2 page vertical (7" wide x 4 1/2" tall) =
$150

8 1/4 page (3 ¥4’ x 4 ¥4 tall)= $75
§ 1/8 page (1 1/2" wide x 4 %2" tall)= $50

§ Business card (3 2" wide x 2" tall)= $50

Discount the above rates 20% for a
four-issue commitment.

The Rocky Mountain Archivist (ISSN
1098-7711) is the quarterly newsletter
of the Society of Rocky Mountain
Archivists.
http://www.srmarchivists.org/

Jody Georgeson, President

Patty Rettig, Vice-President

Nancy Freeman, Past President

Kacy Guill, Secretary

D. Claudia Thompson, Treasurer
Allaina M. Howard, Program Chair
Gary Landeck, Member-At-Large
Shaun Boyd, Membership Coordinator
Diane Lunde, Prsvtn. Member-At-Large
Rebecca Lintz, Society Archivist

Cecily North, Webmaster

Kenton Jaehnig, Newsletter Editor
Leslie Waggener, Hist. Day Coordinator

Membership Information & Benefits
SRMA membership is drawn from regular
and volunteer staff of archives, historical
societies, museums, businesses,
government agencies, libraries, colleges
and universities, religious institutions and
other persons who are concerned with the
identification and care of information that
documents the history of our region.
Individual membership is open to any
interested person. Institutional
memberships are welcome and
encouraged.

SRMA membership facilitates the
exchange of archival knowledge and
assistance. It advances the interests of
individual archivists and of the archival
profession. Members automatically
receive the SRMA newsletter, membership
directory, regional archives directory, and
informational materials. The Society also
has an editorial board for the publication of
occasional papers. We invite you to
complete the membership application form
located on the SRMA website to enhance
your personal career developments and to
further the cause of the archival profession
in the Rocky Mountain region.
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