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Hello Colleagues! 

Summer is upon us in the Rocky Mountain Region!  I hope you are enjoying the warm summer 
weather and taking advantage of the many recreational opportunities the Rocky Mountains 
have to offer.   

It has been a very busy time for SRMA.  In May, we got together with our esteemed friends 
and colleagues from the Conference of Intermountain Archivists for the SRMA & CIMA Spring 
Joint Conference in Colorado Springs.  It was a most educational conference and participants 
from both SRMA and CIMA enjoyed the opportunity to meet and greet and to discuss changes 
in the archives profession that affect us all.   

The rest of the summer promises to be equally eventful.  We have a new president and three 
new members of the SRMA Board.  Welcome aboard and best wishes for the coming year!  
Many of us will be attending the SAA Annual Meeting in Chicago, including the recipient of 
SRMA’s SAA Scholarship Caroline Curtis.  Congratulations Caroline!            

The deadline for the next issue of The Rocky Mountain Archivist  is September 15, 2007.  
Send me your news, employment announcements, or anything you think will be of general 
interest to the membership.  Contact the editor, Kenton Jaehnig at kjaehnig@uwyo.edu 

I wish everybody a safe and happy summer!  I am looking forward to hearing from you soon!    

 

 

 

Mark your calendars for the Fall  

Meeting on September 21!  

See www.srmarchivists.org  for details!   
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Notes from the President 

 
Patty Rettig, President                                  
Head Archivist  
Water Resources Archives 
Archives and Special Collections 
Morgan Library 
Colorado State University 
Fort Collins, Colorado 80523-1019 
970-491-1939 

           Patricia.Rettig@ColoState.edu  
 
 
Greetings, SRMA members! 
 
The successful completion of our spring meeting means a transition of leadership is upon us.  I 
am happy to be your new president!  I want to thank departing board members for their service 
and welcome those joining the board.  We have a great year ahead of us! 
 
During my eight years in the Rocky Mountain region, I have learned a great deal about the 
archival resources here and the people who work to make them available.  Though I have 
visited a lot of repositories and met many archivists, I want to get to know more of both!  I 
believe doing so helps not only in terms of collecting materials (to reduce competition and 
foster collaboration) but also in serving patrons, knowing who has expertise in what, and 
reducing re-invention of the wheel.  Wanting to see more “getting to know each other” happen 
in the SRMA region so we can all benefit, I am making “Connections and Conversations” the 
theme of my presidency. 
 
Making connections and having conversations may simply sound like networking at the next 
conference, but it can go far beyond that.  It can be having a conference session dedicated to 
group discussion instead of leaving such things to take place in hallways.  It can be listing all 
SRMA-region repositories on our website so we know who has what nearby.  It can be 
additional newsletter features focusing on various members or institutions.  
 
I have started working with the board on these ideas, and we will be debuting them as the year 
progresses.  In the meantime, if anyone has related ideas, I would love to hear them.  Also, if 
anyone would like to volunteer to do any of these new activities, the board would appreciate 
that as well.  This is YOUR organization, so let us know what you want AND how you can help! 
 
To help start the ball rolling in terms of “Connections and Conversations” (and so you know 
who your president is and what she does), I want to tell a little about myself and my repository. 

I have spent most of my eight years in Colorado at Colorado State University, where I have 
been very fortunate.  I came to the state as a recent graduate (MLS, 1998) and employee of 
the University of Maryland, College Park.  I was hired by the CSU Libraries in 2000 as a 
cataloger.  At the time, I took what I could get, preferring to be an employed librarian rather 
than an unemployed archivist (I had experience doing both kinds of work).  Lucky for me, in 
2001 a new opportunity became available in the library, so I then worked a dual position of 
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cataloger and archivist for a year.  The position became full time in the archives the following 
year and has been ever since.   

 
My work focuses on the Water Resources Archive (http://lib.colostate.edu/archives/water/), 
having helped form it from its inception in 2001.  It has been fascinating to build the Archive: 
acquiring and processing collections; creating websites, newsletters, and exhibits; attending 
water conferences and tours; participating in successful fundraisers; fulfilling reference 
requests, and more.  I have been glad to have a finger in essentially everything that happens 
with the Water Resources Archive, a unique, new collection in the state. Having grown from 
nothing to nearly a quarter mile in extent in just six years, the Archive has come a long way 
and has certainly kept me busy! 
 
I am glad to share something about myself and my work, and I hope this inspires others to do 
the same.  Please feel free to email or call me at any time during this next year to connect and 
converse more about SRMA, archives, water, or whatever is on your mind. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you! 
 
 

Patty Rettig, SRMA President 
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On May 17 to 19, the Society of Rocky 
Mountain Archivists and the Conference of 
Intermountain Archivists held their Spring 
Joint Conference at the Colorado Springs 
Pioneer Museum in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado.  The theme of the conference 
was Archivists at Work: Changing Faces, 
Changes Places.  
 
The theme of this spring’s joint conference 
was of great interest to members of both 
SRMA and CIMA.  Today’s archivists work 
in a rapidly changing profession and 
workplace.  On an everyday basis they 
confront issues associated with change, 
including but not limited to new work 
responsibilities, new ways of performing 
their everyday duties, and new technology.  
The joint conference provided an ideal 
forum for members of SRMA and CIMA to 
discuss ongoing changes in the archives 
profession and share ideas on how to cope 
with the many challenges they face. 
 
On Thursday May 17, the Collaborative 
Digitization Program (CDP) held its pre-
conference workshop “Introduction to 
Digital”.  Participants learned about the 
technological and financial issues 
associated with analog to digital audio 
reformatting formats.  Dr. Peter Michel, 
Director of Special Collections at the 
University of Nevada - Las Vegas, 
presented his pre-conference seminar 
Archives 101.  In this seminar designed for 
new and student archivists, participants 
learned about the fundamentals of archival 
theory.   

In addition to taking part in the pre-
conference workshop and seminar, 
conference participants attended an open 
house at the United States Air Force 
Academy, where they visited the academy 
library and archives and the famed Gimbel 
Collection at McDermott Library.  In the 
evening, many of the participants attended 
the opening reception at the Colorado 
Springs Pioneer Museum.  Here, SRMA 
and CIMA members used the opportunity to 
meet and greet and took part in guided 
tours of the museum. 
 
Friday May 18 was a particularly busy and 
educational day at the conference.  
Participants were welcomed by SRMA 
President Jody Georgeson and CIMA 
President Melanie Sturgeon.  After the 
opening addresses, the day began in 
earnest with the State Archives Panel 
Discussion, which featured the State 
Archivists of four western states: Melanie 
Sturgeon of Arizona, Terry Ketelsen of 
Colorado, Sandra Jaramillo of New Mexico, 
and Roger Joyce of Wyoming.  Members of 
the panel discussed the various lobbying 
efforts carried out on behalf of their 
respective state archives. 
 
After the panel discussion, conference 
participants divided into two break out 
sessions.  In Stretched Thin and Pulled in 
Many Directions: The Challenges of 
Tackling Details of Archives in a World That 
Doesn’t Value the Work We Love to Do, 
Todd Ellison, Monte Kniffen, Steve Fisher, 
and Duncan McCallum discussed how 
archivists can embrace new roles and 
responsibilities to ensure the survival of 
their archival programs, yet still manage to 
perform the everyday duties that are 
underpinnings of any archives.  In Herding 
Cats and Getting Your Ducks in a Row: 
The Creation of a Web-based Workflow 
System for Archives and Special 
Collections Libraries, Brad Westwood, 
Gordon Daines, John Murphy, and Cory 
Nimer discussed the Integrated Digital 
Special Collections (INDI) system, a 

 

����	 �!�	�	
	������� 		



The Rocky Mountain Archivist                5                                 Vol. XXIV, No. 2, Summer 2007 
 

 

database application designed by Brigham 
Young University to automate and manage 
archives work flow for large institutions. 
 
After the morning breakout sessions, 
conference participants gathered at the 
Antlers Hilton Colorado for the Speaker 
Luncheon.  The keynote speaker was Tom 
“Dr. Colorado” Noel, a University of 
Colorado historian and Denver television 
personality, who gave his presentation 
Pike’s Peak: A Paradise for Lungers, 
Tourists, and Archivist.  In his entertaining 
presentation, Professor Noel educated the 
audience about the history of Pike’s Peak 
region and its development as destination 
of choice for tuberculosis patients and 
tourists.   
 
After the Speaker Luncheon, the 
conference reconvened at the Colorado 
Springs Pioneer Museum for the afternoon. 
In the breakout session Archivists on the 
Web, which was moderated by Janet 
Bishop, panelists Linda Meyer, Kate Legg, 
and Diane Lunde talked about issues 
associated with the digitization of archival 
materials.  In Session for Individual Papers, 
Joyce Martin, Tom Sommer, Michael 
Lotstein, and Shannon Bowen gave 
presentations regarding changes in 
different facets of the archives profession.  
At the end of the day, members of both 
SRMA and CIMA held their respective 
business meetings. 
 
Saturday May 19 was also a busy and 
informative day for conference participants.  
The day began with two more break out 
sessions.  In Automated Retrieval Systems, 
members of the panel talked about the 
design, construction, and operation of 
automated information retrieval systems.  
In Food for Thought: Archivists at Work, 
Jesse Randall, Tim Blevins, and Leah 
Davis Witherow discussed three distinct 
topics concerning Colorado Springs 
archives projects: convenience vs. good 
scholarship, building a regional culinary 
history collection, and the impact of 

individuals on collection development and 
historic preservation. 
 
After a brief break, conference attendees 
reconvened for the last two break out 
sessions.  In Dilemmas for Small Libraries, 
Randy Christensen, Janet Seegmiller, and 
Paula Mitchell discussed the issues 
associated with small institutions publicizing 
their holdings through CONTENTdm and 
EAD.  In Designing Exhibitions: A 
Shoestring is Relative, Linda Whitaker, 
Lorraine Crouse, Krissy Giacoletto, Shaun 
McMurdie, Kristie Young, and Scott Duvall 
talked about their experiences in the design 
and construction of archives exhibitions at 
the Arizona Historical Foundation, the 
University of Utah, and Brigham Young 
University.   
 
In the afternoon, many conference 
participants took the time to do some 
sightseeing.  A number of participants 
joined conference’s guided tour of the 
Pikes Peak Library District and others 
explored the Colorado Springs area on 
their own.  
 
To sum everything up, the SRMA & CIMA 
Joint Spring Conference was a very 
successful professional gathering.  
Attendance was excellent, with both SRMA 
and CIMA being well represented in terms 
of the number of attendees.  The speakers 
and presenters were well received and 
attendees commented very favorably on 
the educational value of the sessions.  
Attendees also enjoyed the opportunity 
also renew old acquaintances and make 
new ones, and discuss the archival issues 
affecting them.  It is hoped that there will be 
more SRMA & CIMA joint conferences in 
the future.  
 
Submitted by Kenton Jaehnig.  
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At the SRMA Annual Business Meeting in 
Colorado Springs, the results of the SRMA 
Board Elections were formally announced. 
 
The following individuals were elected to 
voting positions on the SRMA Board: 
   �  Annette Gray, Vice President/President   
      Elect 
   �  D.C. Thompson, Treasurer 
   �  Kate Legg, Member at Large 
   �  Carl Stewart, Preservation Member at 
      Large 
 
The following members remained on the 
Board, but moved to new positions: 
   �  Patty Rettig, President 
   �  Jody Georgeson, Past President 
 
The following Board members will continue 
in their present capacities: 
   �  Kacy Guill, Secretary 
   �  Holly Geist, Program Chair 
   �  Shaun Boyd, Membership Coordinator 
   �  Rebecca Lintz, Society Archivist 
   �  Cecily North, Webmaster 
   �  Kenton Jaehnig, Newsletter Editor 
   �  Leslie Waggener, History Day 
      Coordinator 
 
This year’s outgoing Board members are: 
   �  Nancy Freeman, Past President 
   �  Gary Landeck, Member at Large 
   �  Holly Geist, Member at Large 
   �  Diane Lunde, Preservation  
      Member at Large 
 
A sincere thank you to all outgoing Board 
members for a job well done!  Best wishes 
to all new and continuing Board members 
for the coming year! 

�
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Mark your calendars for the SRMA 2007 
Fall Meeting!  
 

Entitled Reprocessing Processing, the 
meeting will be held on September 21 at 
the National Wildlife Center in Fort Collins, 
Colorado.  The featured speaker will be 
Mark Greene, Director of the American 
Heritage Center at the University of 
Wyoming, who will discuss the theories 
from his article with Dennis Meissner More 
Product, Less Processing: Revamping 
Traditional Archival Processing.  Other 
speakers will share their experiences with 
the “More Product, Less Processing” 
method. 
 
For further information as it becomes 
available, visit the SRMA website at 
http://www.srmarchivists.org/. 
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In June, the SRMA Board awarded a 
scholarship to the SAA Annual Meeting in 
Chicago, which will be held on August 30-
September 1.  The scholarship includes 
registration payment and $700 to cover 
expenses.   
 
There were seven applicants, all of whom 
answered common questions such as 
benefits from attending the conference, 
need, current, etc.  All applicants made a 
compelling case and the Scholarship 
Committee had a difficult time with the 
decision.   
 
The committee is pleased to announce the 
scholarship recipient is Caroline Curtis, who 
works at the Kraemer Family Library  
Archives at the University of Colorado-
Colorado Springs.  This fall, Ms. Curtis will 
be starting an online MLS program.  The 
SRMA Board congratulates Ms. Curtis and 
hopes to provide such scholarships in the 
future. 
 
Submitted by Nancy Freeman, Records 
Manager/Analyst, National Wildlife Research Center.  
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Marquette University’s second 
comprehensive guide to Native American 
Catholic records is now online.  This Guide 
to Catholic Related Records in the West 
about Native Americans (Volume 3) joins 
the previously revised Guide to Catholic-
Related Records in the Midwest about 
Native Americans (Volume 3).  The 
Western Guide culminated a recent two 
year NHPRC funded record survey of 14 
states and includes 550 entries whereas 
the Midwest guide, based on an earlier 
survey of 12 states, has grown from 277 to 
308 entries.  Also online are partial 
volumes to records in the East (Volume 1) 
and records outside the United States 
(Volume 4) plus several help pages and a 
master index with over 25,000 lines to 
entries (Volume 5). 
 
The entire series, located at 
http://www.marquette.edu/library/collections
/archives/teaching.html, provides 
navigational assistance and improved 
intellectual access to a largely obscure 
universe of records for genealogists, 
historians, and scholars.  Volumes 1 
through 4 feature entries in PDF format that 
describe targeted holdings held by archival 
repositories and local churches.  Besides 
the usual holdings, note and contact 
information found in reference guides, 
many of the entries also provide 
institutional chronologies to illuminate the 
provenance and content of holdings.  Noted 
in the guides are more than 1,000 Catholic 
religious communities and institutions and 
over 100 Native American ethnic groups, 
which includes some not recognized by the 
United States Government. 

 
Submitted by Mark G. Thiel, Archivist, Marquette 
University. 
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The Book and Paper Group (BPG) of the 
American Institute for Conservation is 
inviting abstracts for papers to be 
presented at the Annual Meeting in Denver, 
Colorado on April 21-14, 2008.  The two 
day BPG program will include a one day 
session of formal presentations of 25 
minutes in length.  Papers which address 
all aspects of the conservation of books, art 
on paper, and archival materials will be 
considered.  The theme of the conference’s 
general session for 2008 will be Creative 
Collaborations between conservators and 
those in other disciplines; proposed 
reflecting this theme will have particular 
relevance. 
 
Submissions should include the speaker’s 
name, address, e-mail address, a brief 
biographical note, the title of the 
presentation, and an abstract of no more 
than 300 words. 
 
Abstracts should be sent by August 7, 2007 
to ah333@columbia.edu. 
 
Preliminary information about the 
conference is available at 
http://aic.stanford.edu/meetings/.  This site 
will continue to be updated. 
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University Archivist/Records Manager 
(Instructor or Assistant Professor of 

Library Services) 
University Library 

Colorado State University – Pueblo 
 

Position Description  – This 12 month 
tenure-track faculty position at the rank of 
Instructor or Assistant Professor will act as 
a member of the Library’s Information 
Management Team, ensuring that the 
University complies with state guidelines for 
the retention, preservation, and disposal of 
important documents.  Collect, organize, 
preserve, and provide access to both print 
and electronic University administrative and 
historical records.  Develop and oversee 
Special Collections.  Provide reference 
service; teach library classes, serve as a 
liaison to assigned University departments, 
and engage in scholarship and service. 
 
Please use the following URL to view the 
full position announcement: 
 
http://www.colostate-
pueblo.edu/hr/employment/Faculty.asp# 
 
Please send applications to: 
 
Chair, Search Committee for the University 
Archivist/Records Manager 
Human Resources Office Building 
Colorado State University-Pueblo 
2200 Bonforte Blvd. 
Pueblo, CO 81001-4901  
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Rocky Mountain Archivists 
 

Does your institution need assistance with preservation issues? 
 

Do you and your staff need to brush up on your preservation knowledge? 
 

Rent a SRMA Preservation Study Kit 
 
The Society of Rocky Mountain Archivists now offers preservation study kits for rental to any institution.  The kits 
are designed as self-educational tools to assist those responsible for housing and care of resources throughout the 

Rocky Mountain Region, especially those small libraries, archives, and historical societies outside the Denver 
metro-area. 

 
Two kits are currently available: 
 

1. Care and Identification of Photographic Materials 
 

2. Environmental Monitoring Kit 
 

Rental fee is $50.00 for SRMA members and $60.00 for non-members.  The rental fee covers shipping to the 
borrower, handling, and insurance costs.  The borrower is responsible for return shipping and insurance. 

 
For further information about the Preservation Study Kits visit: 

 
http://www.srmarchivists.org/preservation/services.htm 

 
Or contact: 
 
Carl Stewart 
Preservation Department 
University Libraries 
University of Colorado-Boulder 
184 UCB     
Boulder, CO 80309-0184 
303-492-2249 
Carl.Stewart@colorado.edu 
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10% Off  
Archival Supplies from Light 

Impressions  
Use Keycode #B4475 

 

Light Impressions supports the work done by the Society of 
Rocky Mountain Archivists!  Let us help you stretch you 
budget dollars and support SRMA.  A percent of SRMA 

members order will be donated back to SRMA. 
 

§ Scrapbook, Albums, and pages, many sizes 
available 

§ Boxes for magazines, cards, textiles and photos 
§ Archival File Folders, Tissue and Paper 
§ Archival Bags and sleeves for storing 

documents, music, programs, postcards, photos, 
newspaper clippings and more! 

 
For a catalog or discuss you collection needs… 
WWW.LIGHTIMPRESSIONS DIRECT.COM 

 
Phone: 800-411-7038 
Fax: 800-403-5373 
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Thinking about Advertising with 
the Rocky Mountain Archivist? 

 
Here are our rates: 

§ Full page (7" wide x 9" tall) = $250 

§ 1/2 page vertical (7" wide x 4 1/2" tall) = 
$150 

§ 1/4 page (3 ¼” x 4 ¼” tall)= $75 

§ 1/8 page (1 1/2" wide x 4 ½” tall)= $50 

§ Business card (3 ½” wide x 2" tall)= $50 

Discount the above rates 20% for a 
four-issue commitment. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Rocky Mountain Archivist  (ISSN 
1098-7711) is the quarterly newsletter 

of the Society of Rocky Mountain 
Archivists.  

http://www.srmarchivists.org/ 
 

Patty Rettig, President 
Annette Gray, Vice-President 
Jody Georgeson, Past President  
Kacy Guill, Secretary 
D. Claudia Thompson, Treasurer 
Holly Geist, Program Chair 
Kate Legg, Member-At-Large 
Shaun Boyd, Membership Coordinator 
Carl Stewart, Prsvtn. Member-At-Large 
Rebecca Lintz, Society Archivist 
Cecily North, Webmaster 
Kenton Jaehnig, Newsletter Editor 
Leslie Waggener, Hist. Day Coordinator 
 

Membership Information & Benefits 
SRMA membership is drawn from regular 
and volunteer staff of archives, historical 
societies, museums, businesses, 
government agencies, libraries, colleges 
and universities, religious institutions and 
other persons who are concerned with the 
identification and care of information that 
documents the history of our region.  
Individual membership is open to any 
interested person.  Institutional 
memberships are welcome and 
encouraged. 

SRMA membership facilitates the 
exchange of archival knowledge and 
assistance.  It advances the interests of 
individual archivists and of the archival 
profession.   Members automatically 
receive the SRMA newsletter, membership 
directory, regional archives directory, and 
informational materials.  The Society also 
has an editorial board for the publication of 
occasional papers.  We invite you to 
complete the membership application form 
located on the SRMA website to enhance 
your personal career developments and to 
further the cause of the archival profession 
in the Rocky Mountain region. 
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