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Hello Colleagues! 
 
I hope that spring is beginning to show its face wherever you call home.  It is always a 
good sign when the tulips begin popping up through the soil and the birds start singing! 
 
Here at SRMA, we’ve got a busy few months planned.  Whether voting for new board 
members or attending our spring conference (see page 4 for details), it promises to be 
an eventful season.  I hope that you will take advantage of all the organization has to 
offer this year. 
 
As for myself, I am settling into my new position as SRMA newsletter editor and am 
enjoying the experience.  I hope that you will find this to be the informative piece that it 
has always been in the past.  Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or 
concerns that you may have about the newsletter.  As for the next issue of The Rocky 
Mountain Archivist , the deadline for news item submissions will be June 15, 2008.  
You can send them to me at ashley.large@colostate.edu.     
 
I wish everyone a safe and happy spring! 
 
Ashley Large 
Newsletter Editor    
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Patty Rettig, President                 
                 
Head Archivist, Water Resources Archives  
Morgan Library 
Colorado State University 
Fort Collins, Colorado 80523-1019 
970-491-1939 
Patricia.Rettig@ColoState.edu  
 
Greetings, SRMA members! 
 
I recently acquired a magnet that reads: 

If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more and 
become more, you are a leader.—John Quincy Adams 

 
I believe that we all have that capacity to inspire others as part of our jobs, whether it is 
our co-workers, patrons, or donors. We all also have the capacity to be leaders within 
our professional organizations. 
 
Without members becoming leaders, professional organizations—whether the Society of 
Rocky Mountain Archivists, the Society of American Archivists, or others—would cease 
being effective. They would only be the shells of what they could be. It is the members 
that belong and contribute that make them worth belonging to. 
 
In that vein, and as recommended in recent Board discussions, I want to explain a bit 
about how the Board works, in case it is a mystery to the membership.  
 
The SRMA Governing Board is presently comprised of thirteen positions, eight filled by 
election, five filled by appointment. Most are explained in the bylaws 
(http://www.srmarchivists.org/constitution.htm). Terms of service vary, with appointed 
positions being indefinite, and elected positions being for two years, with the exception 
of the president position, which is three years (vice president/president/past president). 
The elected positions are voting positions while the appointed positions are not. 
 
Board meetings are generally held quarterly, in various locations depending on the 
Board’s preference. Meetings are generally two hours in length and involve routine 
reporting as well as discussion of new topics. Board members are required to attend at 
least two meetings a year. Conference call capability is always enabled for Board 
members who choose to participate via phone rather than in person. 
 
Beyond the quarterly meetings, Board positions take up as little or as much time as a 
person cares to devote, as long as the core duties are accomplished. For example, 
when I was appointed web manager a few years ago, the main duty was simply to keep 
the website maintained. However, I voluntarily undertook a redesign of the entire site, 
putting in a great deal more time than required. My point here is that no SRMA Board 
position is so demanding as to take over one’s free time (unless you want it to!). Most of 
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the positions have their ebb and flow of time demands, but likely average out to only a 
couple hours per week or less. 
 
Please keep in mind the fact of low time commitments and the benefits of service. Also 
know that any SRMA member is eligible to be elected or appointed to a Board position. If 
you have interest in being on the Board or serving on any committees, please talk to any 
of the current Board members for more information. 
 
Also, be sure to attend the annual business meeting that will take place at the spring 
conference. The business meeting is the best place to learn more about how SRMA 
actually runs, to make connections with the current position holders, and to have 
conversations that can affect the organization’s future. Be sure to come to get to know 
your professional organization and the people in it and to have your voice heard. 
 
I’m looking forward to seeing you there! 
 
Patty Rettig, SRMA President 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
Spring Conference Quickly 

Approaching 
 

Every archivist can relate to the excitement 
as a new accession comes in the door. 
As the archivist begins to dig through the 
boxes to conduct the initial survey of 
materials, the usual suspects appear: 
folders, notebooks, loose photographs, 
maybe a map or two.  But what about 
material culture?  The folded up quilt, turn-of-
the-century dress, rusty old metal object, a 
WWI service flag.  What is the archivist to 
do? 
 
Although archivists work to preserve and 
provide access to documents, photographs, 
and maps, the occasional item of material 
culture pops up in our collections.  How to 
we preserve and store these objects and 
textiles?  How can we use them to aid 
researchers or enrich our outreach efforts 
and exhibits? 
 
The SRMA Spring Conference promises to 
answer these questions and provide 
archivists with the basics of storage, care, 
and use of material culture objects. 
 
Brochure and registration will be available 
soon! 
 

SRMA Spring Conference 
June 13, 2008 

9:30am-4:45pm 
New Hope Baptist Church, Denver, 

Colorado 
 
 

SRMA Board Elections 
 

Election news is constant these days, and 
SRMA is not to be left out!  The SRMA 
election for new officers is right around the 
corner!  Ballots will be distributed in mid-April. 
Be sure to watch the SRMA Yahoo! Group for 
more information. 
 
Candidates for the three open positions this 
year are: 
 

Vice President/President Elect 
Colleen McCorkell, Project Archivist 

University Archive 
Colorado State University 

Fort Collins, Colorado 
 

Linda Meyer, Archivist 
Colorado Agricultural Archive 

Archives and Special Collections 
Colorado State University Libraries 

Fort Collins, Colorado 
 

Secretary 
Cliff Hight, Archivist/Curator 

Royal Gorge Regional Museum & History 
Center 

Cañon City, Colorado 
 

Jamie Seemiller, Program Administrator 
Western History/Genealogy Dept. 

Denver Public Library 
Denver Colorado 

 
Member at Large 

Lesley Drayton, Archivist 
Fort Collins Museum/Local History Archives 

Fort Collins, Colorado 
 

Kay E. Lowell, Archival Services Librarian 
James A. Michener Library 

University of Northern Colorado 
Greeley, Colorado 

 
Additional information about the candidates 
will be provided with the ballots.  Be sure to 

vote and make your voice heard! 
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Archives Month Opportunity 
for SRMA Members 

 
Are you a new archivist or a student 
member of SRMA?  Are you interested 
getting young people involved in archives?  
Do you love National History Day?  Are 
you looking for an opportunity to get 
involved in SRMA that doesn’t require a 
huge time commitment?  If you answered 
‘yes’ to any of these questions, please 
consider participating in Archives Month 
2008.   
 
This year, SRMA will be focusing on 
middle- and secondary- school students 
and the teachers who educate them.  The 
Archives Month Coordinator is looking for 
volunteers to go into schools and speak to 
classes and student clubs, educating youth 
about primary sources and how to use 
them, and archives as a career path.  This 
is a great opportunity for archivists to 
promote their collections to a generally 
under-served population and to increase 
participation in National History Day.  
Archives Month is celebrated in October.  If 
you are interested in joining SRMA’s 
Archives Month effort, or if you have ideas 
or questions about the program, please 
contact Shannon Bowen at 
mailto://sebowen@uwyo.edu/, or 307-766-
2579. 
 

SRMA Members-Only  ����������������� ���
���	
����	
����	
����	
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�����
�����
�� on Preservation 

Kits! 
 

To encourage you to take advantage of 
your Preservation Kits, the SRMA Board of 
Directors is offering the Environmental 
Monitoring  and Photo Identification Kits  
to SRMA members for HALF-PRICE for 
the remainder of 2008.  This means that 
these handsome, useful kits can be yours 
for only $25 (plus return shipping and 
insurance). 
 

Borrow these kits for up to six weeks, with 
optional monthly renewals. 
The Photo Identification Kit  has been 
recently updated and the Environmental 
Monitoring Kit  has two new services.  The 
Monitoring Kit now has a special recently-
released PEM2 environmental monitor.  This 
new monitor not only displays temperature 
and humidity real-time and keeps a log of 
conditions but it is also easily downloaded to 
a website (PEMdata) for basic information 
analysis.  This eliminates the need for an 
additional software package or special 
computer connections to analyze data.  This 
new PEM2 monitor is on loan to SRMA from 
the Rochester Institute of Technology, Image 
Permanence Institute. 
 
Also new for the Environmental Monitoring 
Kit , is an opportunity for you to send any 
environmental data you collect to Carl 
Stewart, SRMA Preservation Board Member 
for processing by the powerful Climate 
Notebook .  This will give you a sample of 
the kind information a complete 
environmental monitoring program can 
provide over time.  Climate Notebook 
provides specially tailored aging analysis for 
the different materials in your collections. 
 
How long can you expect your papers, your 
audio tapes, your photographs to last?  Can 
you do anything to extend their useful life? 
More information and loan requests for both 
SRMA Preservation Kits can be found at:  
http://www.srmarchivists.org/preservation/ser
vices.htm  More information about the PEM2 
and Climate Notebook can be found at: 
http://www.imagepermanenceinstitute.org/ 
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CF&I Archives at the Bessemer 
Historical Society: Staff News 

Marcella Wiget  has been named Assistant 
Archivist with the CF&I Archives at the 
Bessemer Historical Society.  She most 
recently worked in Hutchinson, Kan., where 
she was curator of collections/archivist for 
the Reno County Historical Society, the 
parent organization for both the Reno 
County and the Kansas Underground Salt 
Museums. 

Wiget earned her master's degree in history 
from Colorado State University at Fort 
Collins and has worked at the Fort Collins 
Museum, the Northern Colorado Water 
Conservancy District, the Wyoming State 
Archives and at the Windsor Museum. 

The former Assistant Archivist, Bev Allen , 
was promoted to Archivist in November of 
last year.   Allen has been with the 
Bessemer Historical Society since 2003.  

Allen received her master’s degree in history 
from the University of Missouri-St. Louis and 
her MLS from the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign.  Before coming to the 
Bessemer Historical Society, she worked as 
Reference Archivist at Emory University’s 
Special Collections, Archivist at the Missouri 
Historical Society, and as an independent 
archival consultant. 

Former Archivist, Jay Trask , is now 
University Archivist/Records Manager at 
Colorado State University, Pueblo. 

 
 

Grant Announcement 
Creating Communities: 

Digitizing Denver's Historic 
Neighborhoods 

 
Thanks to a grant from the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services (IMLS), The 
Denver Public Library, in partnership with 
the City and County of Denver, the 
Colorado Alliance of Research Libraries, 
Colorado Historical Society, University of 
Colorado at Denver Auraria Library, and 
University of Denver Penrose Library, will 
inventory, catalog, and digitize historic 
documents of the City and County of 
Denver.  These documents will be linked to 
existing information about buildings and 
neighborhoods and the digital files will be 
preserved in the Alliance Digital 
Repository.  This project will create a 
model of local public-private collaboration 
to preserve and provide access to cultural 
and historical materials.  Check upcoming 
issues of the The Rocky Mountain Archivist 
for more information!  
 

Todd Ellison Announces 
Retirement 

 
Todd Ellison has announced his 
resignation from Fort Lewis College, 
effective March 1.  Currently a full tenured 
professor in the Libraries, Ellison started 
work at the Center of Southwest Studies in 
1991 as the first archivist of Fort Lewis 
College, where he established an 
archival/special collections program that 
now serves a worldwide community.  Best 
of luck, Todd!  
 
Music from Colorado College’s 

Cobos Collection Now 
Available Online  

 
Between 1944 and 1974, Rubén Cobos 
collected over 2000 pieces of Spanish New 
Mexican folklore, including ballads, poems, 
prayers, nursery rhymes, riddles, proverbs, 
stories, personal narratives, songs, 
 
(Continued on following page…) 
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instrumental music, and descriptions of 
social customs, ritual practices, and 
children's games.  In 2005, Colorado 
College received a grant from the Colorado 
Digitization Project to digitize the music in 
the collection -- about a thousand 
recordings altogether.  
 
Those recordings are new available 
via http://www.cdpheritage.org.  (Use the 
subject heading Folk Music -- New Mexico 
to limit your search to the Cobos 
materials.)  A published catalog of the 
music collection, Music in the Rubén 
Cobos Collection of Spanish New Mexican 
Folklore, edited by Victoria Lindsay Levine 
and Amanda Chace, is available in the 
Colorado College library and several other 
U.S. libraries. 
 
News from the Bailey Archives 

at the Denver Museum of 
Nature & Science 

On December 3, 2007, the Bailey Archives 
at the Denver Museum of Nature & 
Science celebrated its 30th anniversary 
with a lecture and lunch for friends and 
DMNS staff.  The lecture traced the career 
of Alfred M. Bailey, ornithologist and 
former Director of the Museum. 

On December 6, 2007, Denver Museum of 
Nature & Science Archivist Kristine 
Haglund and Image Archivist Emerita Liz 
Clancy received the Special Recognition 
Award from the Museum’s Leadership 
Circle Advisory Council.  The award was 
given to honor the contributions of the  

recipients over the past 30 years to the 
preservation and promotion of the 
Museum’s history.  The Leadership Circle 
is a group of valued donors who support 
the Museum with annual gifts of $1,500 
and above. 

The Cable Center Receives 
Oxygen Media Archive 

Collection  

The Cable Center has received from 
Oxygen Media one of its largest archive 
donations to date.  Encompassing more 
than 75 boxes of artifacts, the donation to 
The Cable Center’s Barco Library includes 
records from the network’s initial 
development to recent marketing 
strategies.  The Collection will enable 
interested researchers in studying topics 
ranging from the evolution of company 
branding to the creation of a network. 
 
The Oxygen Media Archives comprise a 
significant collection of media chronicling 
the network’s history, and include: 
 

·  300+ tapes in VHS, DVD, Beta 
and U-Matic ¾-inch formats with 
content ranging from board 
presentations to clip reels; 

·  Pilots and early Oxygen shows; 
·  Branding reports, including market 

research and focus group results; 
·  Internal process and presentation 

documents; 
·  Marketing premiums ranging from 

flip-flops and sunglasses to Janice 
Dickinson Modeling Agency 
chocolates; 

·  Autograph books signed by 
Oxygen talent and guests; 

·  A time capsule celebrating 
Oxygen’s five-year anniversary, 
which holds the network’s first 
carriage agreement, a stack of 
fake $100 bills, an “I love Steve 
Burke” bandana, branded 
popcorn, a martini glass and 
more.  

 
(Continued on following page…) 
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Oxygen was founded by Geraldine 
Laybourne in 1998 and premiered on the 
Web less than a year later.  With the goal of 
leveraging television and the Web to 
contribute to women’s personal and 
professional growth, Oxygen pioneered 
advancements in ad sales, on-demand 
content and Internet use, while growing to 
over 74 million viewers before its sale to 
NBC Universal last fall.  
 
The Oxygen Media Archives are available for 
public review by appointment at The Barco 
Library.  For more information, contact The 
Barco Library at libraryinfo@cablecenter.org.  
 

AHC Deploys Surveys to 
Measure Project Success  

 
The American Heritage Center has 
developed two surveys as part of a major 
NHPRC grant-funded project to evaluate 
total collection holdings and eliminate 
backlog.  One survey is being sent to 
repositories that have received transferred 
collection material from the AHC.  The other 
is aimed at archival users.  The institutional 
survey seeks to gauge the success of the 
collection transfer, the importance of the 
collection to its new repository, and the 
speed with which the collection will be made 
available at its new home.  The intent of the 
user survey is to determine patrons’ relative 
comfort with a variety of processing 
techniques, and to ascertain their 
preferences with regard to searching for 
archival material.  Responses to both 
surveys have been very positive.  The 
Center has received seven responses to the 
institutional survey, and nearly 550 
individuals have taken the archival user 
survey.  The user survey is available on the 
American Heritage Center’s web site at 
http://ahc.uwyo.edu/.  If you would like to 
learn more about it, please contact Shannon 
Bowen at mailto://sebowen@uwyo.edu/.  If 
you would like more information about the 
institutional survey, please contact Rory 
Telander at mailto://telander@uwyo.edu/.  
Publication plans are in the works for both 
surveys. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from the Colorado State 
University Archives 

 
Newly digitized are three minute books from 
the Godfrey Ditch Company. These items 
represent more than 100 years of the 
company's history, now available online. See 
the items by clicking on the links in the  
inventory section of the finding aid:  
http://lib.colostate.edu/archives/findingaids/w
ater/wgod.html 

 
Providing improved access to the 
Colorado State University Archive 

 

 
 
Inspired by SRMA’s Fall Meeting and 
sessions attended at SAA, the University 
Archive of Colorado State University started 
a project to provide broader access to our 
collections for patrons in November 2007.  
The University Archive consists of nearly 200 
collections comprising more than 2300 linear 
feet.  55% of these collections are 4.5 linear 
feet and smaller while only 10% are larger 
than 30 linear feet.  Most are legacy 
collections with hardcopy inventories. 
 
The primary goal of the project is to provide 
improved access to our materials through 
posting the completed finding aids and 
inventories on the Internet.  Inventories will 
be posted as PDF files when ready.  A 
temporary archivist supervises the project. 
 
(Continued on following page…) 
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One student processes small collections; re-
housing materials and creating an inventory 
for the finding aid.  The most basic front 
matter is included in the finding aid.  A 
second student applies MPLP to larger 
twentieth-century collections.  Boxes are 
only inventoried by folder or publication title, 
though some popped-off labels have been 
stapled to the folders.  In the past three 
months, eight collections have been 
processed and 174 linear feet of materials 
from two campus offices have been 
inventoried.   
 
As a result of this project, a webpage is 
under reconstruction with plans to include 
more collection-related content.  After 
posting the first set of finding aids created 
from this project, the Archive has seen 
increased interest in its holdings and several 
patrons have used the newly processed 
collections.  This is a trend the department 
hopes will continue.  Please visit the 
University Archive website: 
http://lib.colostate.edu/archives/university/ 
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Loreley Moore, 1939-2007 
 

 
 
Loreley Halliday Moore passed away 
peacefully in her home November 18, 2007.  
Loreley was born in Seattle, Washington, in 
March 11, 1939, to William Lorence Halliday 

 
 

 
 

and Mary Eleanor Ware.  She was raised by 
her maternal grandparents, to whom she was 
greatly attached.  She earned a degree in 
Chemistry and worked for the Boeing 
Company before re-locating to Laramie in 
1983.  She worked for the American Heritage 
Center, University of Wyoming, for more than 
twenty years.  She was an experienced and 
dedicated archivist at the Center, playing a 
crucial role in a nationally recognized 
cataloging project.  In her spare time, Loreley 
was fond of reading, theater, and Classical 
music.  She was a friend and supporter of the 
Albany County (Wyoming) Public Library.  
Loreley had many friends, who will miss her 
greatly.  
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Eric Bittner, Senior Archivist, National 
Archives – Rocky Mountain Region  

 
1)       What is your educational background? 
 
English degree from Black Hills State College; 
M.A. in American Studies from University of 
Wyoming.  Certified archivist since 2001.  
Presently working on completing the National 
Archives' records management certification 
training. 
 
2)       How did you come to the 
archives/records management profession? 
 
I did an internship with the National Archives 
as part of a Public History course at UW.  I 
found the work interesting, and applied for 
employment upon finishing my internship.  I 
have worked at the Rocky Mountain regional 
archives since 1988. 
 
(Continued on following page…) 
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Try out IPI’s new PEM2 and PEMdata available in the SRMA 

Environmental Monitoring Kit. 
See the special HALF PRICE OFFER on Preservation Kits to SRMA 

members on page 5. 
 

 
 

Courtesy of Image Permanence Institute, Rochester Institute of Technology 
 

For more information about PEM2 and PEMdata see: 
http://imagepermanenceinstitute.org/shtml_sub/cat_hardsoft_pem2.asp 

 
3)       What sorts of duties do you perform 
on a daily basis?  Are you a processing 
archivist, a reference archivist, or do you 
perform a combination of duties? 
 
I do a lot of reference work, records 
description (when time allows), serve as 
the region's preservation officer, do a fair 
amount of outreach work, and assist in 
various administrative tasks. 
 
4)       What do you like best about your 
job? 
 
I enjoy digging into the records.  The joy of 
discovery is the best part about working in 
an archives.  It is also rewarding when I 
can help researchers find the information 
they are seeking.   
 
 

5)       What would you change about the 
profession if you could?  
 
The profession itself, probably nothing.  In 
my particular job, I would love to eliminate 
some of the bureaucracy. 
 
6)       What is the oddest item you've ever 
found in a collection? 
 
Ward Lucas of Channel 9 News asked me 
the same thing.  He heard we had some 
severed fingers in a jar.  Not sure how that 
rumor got started.  Being a government 
records repository, we don't have a lot of 
"odd" or particular exciting items.  Some of 
the exhibits in our court records are kind of 
interesting or macabre. 
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Thinking about Advertising with The Rocky Mountain 
Archivist? 

 
Here are our rates: 

�  Full page (7" wide x 9" tall) = $250 

�  1/2 page vertical (7" wide x 4 1/2" tall) = $150 

�  1/4 page (3 ¼” x 4 ¼” tall)= $75 

�  1/8 page (1 1/2" wide x 4 ½” tall)= $50 

�  Business card (3 ½” wide x 2" tall)= $50 

Discount the above rates 20% for a four-issue commitment. 
 
The Rocky Mountain Archivist  (ISSN 1098-7711) is the quarterly newsletter of the 
Society of Rocky Mountain Archivists.  http://www.srmarchivists.org/ 
 
Patty Rettig, President 
Annette Gray, Vice-President 
Jody Georgeson, Past President  
Kacy Guill, Secretary 
D. Claudia Thompson, Treasurer 
Holly Geist, Program Chair 
Kate Legg, Member-At-Large 
Shaun Boyd, Membership Coordinator 
Carl Stewart, Preservation Member-At-Large 
Rebecca Lintz, Society Archivist 
Cecily North, Webmaster 
Ashley Large, Newsletter Editor 
Shannon Bowen, History Day Coordinator 
 

Membership Information & Benefits 
SRMA membership is drawn from regular and volunteer staff of archives, historical 
societies, museums, businesses, government agencies, libraries, colleges and 
universities, religious institutions and other persons who are concerned with the 
identification and care of information that documents the history of our region.  Individual 
membership is open to any interested person.  Institutional memberships are welcome 
and encouraged. 

SRMA membership facilitates the exchange of archival knowledge and assistance.  It 
advances the interests of individual archivists and of the archival profession.   Members 
automatically receive the SRMA newsletter, membership directory, regional archives 
directory, and informational materials.  The Society also has an editorial board for the 
publication of occasional papers.  We invite you to complete the membership application 
form located on the SRMA website to enhance your personal career developments and 
to further the cause of the archival profession in the Rocky Mountain region. 
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Archival Supplies from Light 
Impressions  

Use Key code #B4475 
 

Light Impressions supports the work done by the Society of 
Rocky Mountain Archivists!  Let us help you stretch you 
budget dollars and support SRMA.  A percent of SRMA 

members order will be donated back to SRMA. 
 

�  Scrapbook, Albums, and pages, many sizes 
available 

�  Boxes for magazines, cards, textiles and 
photos 

�  Archival File Folders, Tissue and Paper 
�  Archival Bags and sleeves for storing 

documents, music, programs, postcards, 
photos, newspaper clippings and more! 

 
For a FREE catalog, samples, workshop support or to 

discuss you collection needs… 
Phone: 800-828-6216 
Fax: 800-828-5539 

WWW.LIGHTIMPRESSIONSDIRECT.COM 
 

 
 


